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The Montessori Prepared Environment

‘Education of even a very small child...

does not aim at preparing for school,

but for life.’

Dr Maria Montessori



The Montessori Prepared Environment 

Child

Environment Adult



The Montessori Prepared Environment

Based on the Montessori principles of :

Respect for self

Respect for others

Respect for our environment



The Prepared Environment:  Physical Sense

Every class needs to be:

safe

orderly

functional

comfortable

furnished well   

aesthetically pleasing



Example of order and function....



Example of  a Peace Table for 

quiet space, privacy, wonder, 

contemplation, appreciation..



Example of comfortable 
spaces..to relax, to stretch 
and practice self care, self 
calming, reading, or 
reflection..



Example of  a 
visually over 
stimulating 
environment..bright 
colors, higher visual 
orientation, busy 
patterns..



Example of a 
combination of 
elements...
with many 

materials...high 
visual orientation,
calm colors, neat, 
busy, over 
stimulating?..



Example of a 
spacious, open 
shelving..with lower 
visual orientation.. 
calm colors, natural 
furnishings and 
lighting..



The Prepared Environment: Academics

Practical Life Art

Sciences Sensorial

Language Math













We prepare by teaching one skill 
at at time and then giving  
opportunity for practice, creativity, 
repetition..and open -ended 
outcomes..to construct personality 
by dressing one’s self, caring for 
others, caring for our environment, 
and creating art.

We prepare ourselves with each 
new task that we master to 
become a valued member of  our 
environment. 



We prepare them 
by presenting one 
concept ..to 
practice ...



And the 
opportunity to 
put into real life 
situations... To
create order, 
care for ourselves
and others, and  
create 
independence.



We prepare for 
future learning by 
making impressions..

Introduction of real 
items to appeal to all 
senses.. pictures, 
songs, music, tastes, 
textures.. To know 
others leads to 
appreciation of 
others.



We prepare with real 
life experiences...to 
appreciate other 
cultures...and to 
develop 
understanding 
through similar 
experiences.



And now they are 
prepared to share their 
work..to enjoy their work 
and to feel competent in 
their independence in 
doing so..





























When taught the 
customs of their own 
country they are 
prepared to enjoy 
national pride and feel 
an identity with history 
and celebration and 
expression.



The Prepared Environment: 
Training of the Teacher/Guide

Knowledge of materials

Presentation steps

Scope and sequence

Material/Lesson design



We practice with material, give lessons, get lessons, observe lessons..



We  prepare 
by 
discussing 
the 
materials, 
developing 
confidence 
in handling 
the 
materials, 
and in 
explaining 
their 
purpose to 
others. 



It is our task to 
prepare 
ourselves in 
knowing the 
material 
elements well;  
presentation 
steps, control of 
error, isolation of 
difficulty, 
variations and  
extensions of the 
work..



Preparing our environment begins with preparing ourselves. Let’s get our hands on the 
materials and know it well..practice it, make mistakes, take risks... create!



Basic design elements in sorting...



Simple design with thought 
out function and 
practicality..



The Prepared Environment:  Culture

School experiences 

School  relationships

The class community

Policies and procedures



Preparing for successful school experiences and 
relationships



Prepare for 
successful family 
relationships 
through being 
open, transparent, 
inviting, inclusive.

Build trust, share 
the philosophy by 
living it, and 
modeling it.



Preparing a sense of community



Guidelines for our Montessori Environment
“The expert at anything, was once a beginner”

In preparation of our first day of school, I would like to share a few ideas with you. I will be
preparing the class from August 20- 25, feel free to call or stop by to visit. ☺

Our Montessori Classroom
Our environment is prepared to meet the child’s needs and interests. We will present lessons individually,
and in groups and guide the student toward appropriate work, to help develop independence, concentration
and coordination. Our main goal is always to first; respect oneself, others, and the materials in the class.

Children are given the chance to work at their own pace, to discover, solve, and explore their
surroundings. The class rules include a soft voice and calm movement; the emphasis is on internal control,
self-actualization, communication and self- initiative. I allow the children to do for themselves, and to self
correct.

Arrival in the Classroom
My goal is to greet your child as they enter each morning. Please share all information with your child prior
to them entering and give a quick, confident and cheerful goodbye at the classroom foyer. This routine will
ensure the smoothest transition. Be sure your child knows if someone different is picking them up.

Observations
We encourage everyone to observe for at least 30 minutes. Please try to do so prior to a conference.
Observations offer valuable information in showing how the class runs, as well as how your child functions in
this environment. Your observation also gives our conference a common ground on which to discuss your
child’s development within the class. Please schedule observations ahead of time. I will post a calendar in
foyer to ensure that only one visitor is in class at a time. It is important to observe throughout the year.

In Partnership,
Dorothy

To prepare for a 
culture of 
understanding
and trust;

Explain who 
are..your style, 
policies and 
procedures and 
for whom they 
were written. 

Who do you 
serve?



How do I prepare myself for the environment?...

I remember my mission and my vision for the students ..

Mission: To be a positive guide in their journey of learning.

Vision: To follow their learning style and pace, to adapt to their 
needs, and to prepare them for life with real experiences.



Free the child's potential, 

and you will transform him 

into the world.

Maria Montessori

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Free_the_child's_potential,_and_you_will_transform_him_into_the_world./172243/

